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Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance 
with act of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XV. Washington, D. C, June 1, 1900. No. 22. 



NOTICE. 

Any person on the mailing list of the Public Health Rkpobts who, at any time, 
fails to receive promptly this publication will confer a favor by notifying the Surgeon- 
General of the United States Marine-Hospital Service. 

UNITED STATES, 

Plague in San Francisco. 
[Continued from Public Health Eepobts, No. 21, pages 1253-1261.] 

Washington, D. C, May 21, 1900. 
Sib : I inclose herewith a memorandum showing the existence of the 
bubonic plague in Chinatown, in San Francisco, Cal. 

I have to request that the matter be brought to the attention of the 
President, and that he authorize you as provided by the act of Congress 
of March 27, 1890, to promulgate such regulations as may be necessary 
to prevent the spread of this disease from one State or Territory into 
another. 

Eespectfully, Walter Wyman, 

Supervising Surgeon- General 77. S. M. S. S. 
Hon. Secretary op the Treasury. 

[Indorsements. ] 

Treasury Department, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, D. C, May 21, 1900. 
Eespectfully forwarded to the President, with the request that 
authorization be granted. 

L. J. Gage, 

Secretary. 
Approved May 21, 1900: William McKinley. 
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[Inclosure.] 
MEMORANDUM REGARDING PLAGUE, SAN FRANCISCO. 

Washington, D. C, May 21, 1900. 

March 8, specimens from alleged case plague presented to Surgeon Kinyoun for 
examination. Person long resident in city. 

March 11, examination completed ; diagnosis confirmed. 

March 19, 2 additional cases suspected plague under examination by Surgeon 
Kinyoun. Examination subsequently completed showed negative results, though not 
positively refuting diagnosis. 

April 26, 1 case suspected of being plague, under examination. 

May 2, case reported April 26, confirmed : " It is plague." 

May 13, 2 additional cases suspected plague. 

May 15, 1 case discovered ; died of plague on 13th. 

May 16, 1 case plague, dead two days after arrival from Stockton. This makes a 
total, including the 2 not positively confirmed, of 8 cases all told. 

May 19, local board of health officially announces the existence of plague in San 
Francisco. 

May 19, local health office attempts to make inspection Chinatown, without success. 

May 20, Japanese begin to accept inoculation with Haff kine, Chinese still refusing. 

Another case of suspected plague found dead on the 18th, which makes a total of 9 
all told. 

Walter Wyman, 
Surgeon-General U. S. M. H. 8. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 22, 1900. 

Yesterday 18 Chinese were inoculated all for the purpose of leaving 
the city. So far no residents. Continued opposition of Chinese against 
inspection, all houses and stores closed. State board of health held 
meeting last night and gave out for publication local papers that at 
present no plague in San Francisco. Garbled accounts of this meeting 
now used for the purpose of belittling efforts local board of health, so 
far no house-to-house inspection practicable. Believe existing cordon 
around the city effective. Police department energetic and acting har- 
moniously, have notified surrounding towns. Have now placed inspec- 
tors Oakland, Alameda, and Port Costa and began today train 
inspection service from San Francisco to San Jose\ Japanese taking 
kindly to inoculation. Over 250 yesterday. 

Kinyoun. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 22, 1900. 
Eumor to-night injunction to-morrow to suspend orders promulgated 
to-day. Have district attorney instructed to be prepared to act. Situa- 
tion in Chinatown is nowise improved. Local board of health has so 
far accomplished nothing toward house inspection because of opposition. 
Believe present regulations in force are protection to outside districts. 
Unless sanitary cordon established around Chinatown they must be 
continued. 

Kinyoun. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine' Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. C, May 28, 1900. 
That there may be no mistake, the situation is summarized as follows : 
Under regulations issued by Secretary Treasury by direction of Presi- 
dent and under law of 1890 transportation of Asiatics by common car- 
riers prohibited without Marine-Hospital certificate. To carry this out 
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you have 4 inspectors at railroad crossings, borders of the State, and san- 
itary inspectors at the exits from the city of San Francisco and also on 
trains. The local board of health has a cordon of police around San 
Francisco and is attempting a house-to-house inspection of Chinatown 
and also inoculations. Your insistence upon inoculations is only upon 
those Asiatics wishing to travel. Wire if there is any inaccuracy in 
this statement. Collector of customs will be instructed by Secretary to 
refuse clearance to all vessels leaving coastwise without your certificate 
and will be wired the substance of Treasury regulation May 22. 

Reported here that the few Chinamen who were inoculated were taken 
very sick and in dying condition. Wire exact facts. Same material 
has been used without detriment in Honolulu in large quantities. Will 
endeavor to have your sanitary inspectors, as above working, made spe- 
cial deputy marshals. Believe that the action of the local board of 
health as contained in dispatch to New York Herald this morning not 
to force inoculation on Chinese, but to insist on house-to-house inspec- 
tion, the proper course. Secretary Treasury is taking up matter of 
marshals and injunction with Attorney-General. Will wire action 
shortly. 

Wyman. 

Kinyotjn, Angel Island, Gal. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 28, 1900. 

Bureau telegram to-day summarizes situation. Local board of health 
has not insisted on compulsory inoculation, only offering it, at the same 
time attempting to make a house-to-house inspection, both ending in 
failure. No cases of death reported to local board of health occurring 
from inoculation ; 2 cases reported where there was fever disappearing 
on day after. Police assisting in cordon. Have issued certificates of 
travel to those who have been inoculated. Never have insisted any one 
taking it — purely voluntary. Have offered alternative of requirements 
of regulations, but always advised inoculations preferable. Strenuous 
efforts now being made * * * to suppress facts and to render nuga- 
tory every well-intended effort of local board of health. State board of 
health requests service to continue ; has commended local board of 
health ; did not, however, specifically recommend house-to-house inspec- 
tion ; am credibly informed suit injunction filed to-day. If enjoined, 
railroad companies will not sell any tickets to outside points. Have 
situation well in hand. Acting harmoniously with State and local 
authorities. 

Kinyotjn. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine. Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. C, May 28, 1900. 
Following telegram received by Secretary of Treasury from Attorney- 
General : 

" Department op Justice, May 28, 1900. 
"Have directed district attorney at San Francisco to look after 
interests of the Government in case injunction suit against United States 
quarantine officer is brought. Please direct surgeon of Marine- Hospital 
Service in San Francisco to confer with United States District Attorney 
Coombs as to request for appointment of sanitary inspectors as special 
deputy marshals. I have notified Coombs that surgeon will call upon 
him in that matter. — John W. Griggs." 

Wyman, Surgeon- General. 
Kinyoun, Angel Island, Oal. 
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Washington, D. C, May 24, 1900. 
Orders to Honolulu suspended. Eeport to Kinyoun for special tempo- 
rary doty. 

"Wyman. 
Amesse, through Kinyoun, Angel Island, Col. 

Washington, D, C, May 24, 1900. 
Inspection is under law March 27, 1890. Eegulations mail to-day. 
You may inspect all vessels as far as possible from Frisco. Letter 
follows. 

Wyman. 
Foster, Quarantine, Port Townsend, Wash. 

Washington, D. C, May 24, 1900. 

Who has made the application for restraining order and what are the 
terms of the application? Inform district attorney that Attorney Gen- 
eral Griggs gave written opinion July 11, 1898, that law of 1893 does 
not supersede law of 1890, which is stronger law and is still in force. 
In accordance with this law the President in writing directed the Secre- 
tary Treasury May 21 to cause the regulations to be prepared and issued 
which were wired you. Full copy has also been mailed. They were 
prepared in consultation with Solicitor of Treasury. Bush answer. 

Wyman. 

Surgeon Kinyoun, Angel Island, Gal. 

San Francisco, Gal., May 24., 1900. 

Application for restraining order made by secretary Six Companies 
acting for and in behalf of the Chinese. Am credibly informed and 
believe Japanese consul also is indentified in suit, as coterie of attor- 
neys practicing for these races are all associated bringing suit ; restrain- 
ing order brought both against city board of health and myself. Claims 
are that Federal Government has exceeded authority in prohibiting free 
passage of Chinese within State, claiming law of 1890 applies only to 
interstate traffic and therefore has no power in the premises. Also 
demand to be relieved of restriction imposed by board of health, claim- 
ing that there is no plague in San Francisco. District attorney states 
he is giving his whole time to thesubject and will be prepared to make 
strong argument to-morrow. 

Kinyoun. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. G, May 24, 1900. 
Secretary wired collector May 22 to refuse clearance to coastwise ves- 
sels without your certificate. 

Wyman. 
Surgeon Kinyoun, Angel Island, Gal. 

Washington, D. G, May 24, 1900. 
There have been, since March 8, 6 positively determined cases of 
plague. San Francisco restrictive measures instituted. Letter follows. 
No cases' reported as existing now. 

Wyman. 
Lioeaqa, President Superior Board Health, Mexico. 
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Washington, D. C, May 25, 1900. 

Learned here that steamer Centennial, from San Francisco en route to 
Cape Nome, is held by collector probably because having no certificate 
from Port Townsend. Wire facts. Understand wires are down 
between Seattle and Port Townsend. Have wired quarantine officer 
Port Townsend, and on learning all facts will have Secretary wire col- 
lector of customs necessary instructions. Dr. Foster is authorized to 
visit Seattle. 

Wyman. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eagleson, Seattle, Wash. 

Washington, D. C, May 25, 1900. 
Learned here steamer Centennial held up at Seattle probably because 
not having your certificate. Wire facts and exercise your discretion 
about wiring collector. If necessary Bureau will have Secretary wire 
collector from here. If necessary you may visit Seattle yourself. 

Wyman. 
Foster, Quarantine, Port Townsend, Wash. 

Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. C, May 26, 1900. 
Use revenue cutter to protect the water patrol instituted and super- 
vised by Surgeon Kinyoun under Department regulations and orders 
when cutter can be spared from other imperative duty and on request 
of Dr. Kinyoun. 

O. L. Spaulding, Acting Secretary. 
Collector op Customs, San Francisco. 

Washington, D. C, May 26, 1900. 
McKay has been instructed regarding vessels. San Francisco and 
the whole State guarded since 19th. Special regulations issued. Copy 
mailed you to-day. 

Wyman. 
Decker, San Diego, Cal. 

Washington, D. C, May 26, 1900. 
Your action stated telegram May 20 regarding inspection San Fran- 
cisco vessels approved. Honor certificates of Service officers at San 
Francisco. 

Wyman. 
Hastings, Astoria; Oreg. 

Washington, D. C, May 26, 1900. 
Telegram just received. Wire what launches are engaged in patrol 
and if naval vessels are necessary night as well as day. Wire the orders 
you desire given them. Why can not revenue cutter be used? In 
emergency call on collector for it. 

Wyman. 
Surgeon Kinyoun, San Francisco, Cal. 

Washington, D. C, May 26, 1900. 
Japanese authorities think all Japanese should not be included in the 
travel restrictions. There are some who do not live in Chinatown and 
are not brought into contact with the Chinese. Wire whether you 
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deem it advisable to make exception of these, and you are authorized 
to do so at once if you deem it safe. 

Wyman. 
Kinyotjn, San Francisco, Gal. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 26, 1900. 
Eeplying telegram relative Japanese, have made exceptions to inocu- 
lations to all Japanese which can safely be done. Don't think advisable 
under present conditions to amend modifications because these parties 
can obtain certificate provided they have not come from within the 
affected area. Would make same provisions for Chinese under similar 
conditions. 

Kinyoun. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. C, May 26, 1900. 
Institute careful inspection all San Francisco vessels, detaining if 
necessary Mongolians not provided with Marine Hospital Service cer- 
tificates. 

Wyman. 
McKay, San Diego Quarantine, San Diego, Cal. 

Washington, D. C, May 26, 1900. 
There have been, since March 8, 8 or 9 cases plague in San Francisco, 
all among the Chinese. Since the 19th Federal action has been taken 
to prevent any Chinese leaving State of California or San Francisco by 
water or by rail. House to-house inspection now going on in China- 
town by local board of health. Will inform you as to discoveries. 
Letter follows. 

Wyman. 

Dr. F. MONTIZAMBERT, 

Director- General Public HeaMh, Ottawa, Canada. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 26, 1900. 
Three launches required in addition to boats now on hand for night 
duty. Day patrol maintained by the launch Perkins and steamer 
Sternberg when can be spared. Am using Perkins also at night with 
extra crew. 

Kinyoun. 
The Surgeon- General, 

77. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 27, 1900. 
Night patrol more urgent than day. Can with aid of police and my 
boats cover ground during daytime. Would require Navy vessels, 
preferably launches, to patrol the water front, to prevent Chinese cross- 
ing bay, placing sanitary inspector on each vessel. Eevenue cutter not 
available at night. 

Kinyoun. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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Washington, D. C, May 27, 1900. 
Allowance, $1.50 daily, for assistance granted. Bemain at Needles 
until you hear from me to-morrow, and wire if any difficulties. 

Wyman. 
Assistant Surgeon Cofeb, Needles, Cal. 

Needles, Cal., May 26, 1900. 
Allowance removes difficulties ; will remain as ordered. 

Cofeb. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Needles, Cal., May 27, 1900. 
Services of constable necessary. Eecommend allowance $1.50 daily 
for his assistance. Otherwise inspector not effective here. Wire orders. 

Cofeb. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. C, May 28, 1900. 
Proceed to San Francisco for conference with Kinyoun with a view 
to uniformity of measures on border. Kinyoun will be directed to use 
your sei vices in Southern California. All measures in California under 
him. You will report to him. 

Wyman. 
Assistant Surgeon Cofeb, Needles, Cal. 

Needles, Cal., May 28, 1900. 
Leave immediately. Arrive San Francisco Wednesday morning. 

Cofeb. 
The Stjbgeon-Genebal, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. C, May 28, 1900. 

Cofer now at Needles, ordered to San Francisco for conference with 
you, has been ordered to report to you. Present orders to the border 
inspectors are to prevent egress of Asiatics. This may require modifi- 
cation. Wire recommendations after conferring with Cofer. Do not 
use Cofer for work inside San Francisco. You may have him inspect 
Ashland and Yuma, if necessary, after which should be sent to Southern 
California. 

Wyman. 

Kinyoun, San Francisco, Cal. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 28, 1900. 
Judge Morrow just handed down decision granting restraining order 
prayed for by Chinese and Japanese, basing claims on following: Regu- 
lations promulgated class legislation as applied to Asiatics only, thereby 
denying them equal protection of law. Order of President was general, 
and does not declare that plague does now exist in Sau Francisco or in 
any point in California; no findings of the proper local authorities, that 
is, the board of supervisors of San Francisco, that plague does exist in 
San Francisco. Decision also states that under orders promulgated by 
President's order Federal authorities are acting without right or author- 
ity in stopping travel from San Francisco to other places. Local board 
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of health being prohibited to act, can not now cooperate with them 
under law eighteen ninety three. 

Haffkine inoculations decided adversely on same decision as to vac- 
cination. Judge refuses to hear evidence whether or not plague is or 
is not now existing in San Francisco. Local board of health has not so 
far been able to accomplish anything toward a true house to-house 
inspection. No segregation of those exposed nor any provision for care 
of them; no sanitary cordon around infected area. No restraint of 
Chinatown where plague infection does now exist Under decision 
believed situation to United States very grave. On advice district 
attorney have ordered all inspections to cease. As Bureau has all facts 
concerning situation will await instructions. 

KlNYOUN. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 28, 1900. 
Have wired sanitary inspectors on borders to suspend any orders 
given them by me and await orders from Bureau. Please wire them 
instructions. 

KlNYOUN. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. C, May 29, 1900. 
Have wired each of the four inspectors on the border to make reports 
to you and to get their instructions from you. 

Wtman. 
Kinyoun, San Francisco. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 29, 1900. 

The local board of health lays before board of supervisors resolution 
declaring existence plague, San Francisco. The local board of health 
afraid to establish cordon around infected district on account of injunc- 
tion. The State board will take action for California to-day, unless 
prompt measures at once instituted by the local board of health. Under 
new charter requires board supervisors to make official. So rules United 
States judge. Board supervisors meets the local board of health and 
merchants in mass meeting this morning at 11. The State board requests 
I keep force together few days await developments. Believe injunction 
can be dissolved or modified if the United States district attorney be 
ordered by the Department of Justice to press matter before court on 
grounds that court refused to consider evidence of presence plague, San 
Francisco, and charging Service officers compelling Haffkine inocula- 
tions. 

Kinyoun. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

San Francisco, Cal., May 29, 1900. 
Board of supervisors passed ordinance to-day authorizing local board 
health to quarantine and take such measures as may be necessary against 
prevention and spread epidemic disease. Board immediately orders 
absolute cordon around Chinatown. Now commencing to be inforced. 
Southern Pacific Bailway on its own accord refuses sale of tickets to 



1339 June 1,1900 

Chinese until cordon established. What instructions must I give san- 
itary inspectors on State borders? 

KiNYOUN.. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

San Francisco, Oal., May SO, 1900. 
Now that plague officially announced, wire instructions regarding my 
duties relative shipment of freight from Frisco to points in California 
and to surrounding States. Have I authority over freight and passen- 
gers leaving port by water to ports in State or other States under regu- 
lations law 1890! 

Kinyoun. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. C, May SO, 1900. 
Proceed San Francisco. Confer with Kinyoun. Make necessary 
arrangements at your port. 



Assistant Surgeon Cofer, 

Los Angeles, Gal. 



Wyman. 



Washington, D. C, May SO, 1900. 
Cofer ordered. Will answer fully to-morrow regarding freight, etc. 
In meantime if this or orders to border inspectors are urgent institute 
such measures temporarily as may be carried out under interstate regu- 
lations under ninety-three law and any part of the regulations wired you 
under ninety law that are not negatived by the restraining order. 

Wyman. 
Surgeon Kinyoun, San Francisco, Gal. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

El Paso, Tex., May 19, 1900. — I have the honor to submit herewith 
the following summary of work at this station for the week ended May 
19, 1900 : Inspection Mexican Central Eailroad passenger trains, 173 
persons ; inspection Eio Grande and Pacific Eailroad passenger trains, 
36 persons ; inspection Mexican immigrants, 45 persons ; inspection 
Eussian immigrant peasants, 9 ; disinfection, blankets, household goods 
of Mexicans, 12; disinfection, clothing, etc., of Eussians (bundles), 17; 
disinfection of soiled linen impoited for laundry, 342 pieces; disinfec- 
tion of bundles of skins, 7 ; vaccinations, 12. 

Eespectfully, E. Alexander, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., May 21, 1900. — I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report for week ended May 12, 1900 : Inspected persons on Mexican 
National Eailroad, 464; immigrants inspected and passed, 9; immi- 
grants inspected and returned, 1; immigrants vaccinated, 8. One 
person four days out from Vera Cruz refused entry. Baggage disin- 
fected and allowed entry after required time had expired. 



